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College students give back on spring break

ternative vacations
low 3 to reach out
e help is needed

) Rubin
al News
nks in no small part to MTV,
k has come to represent
{ onal Dionysian college
ghts of parties, road trips and
O shots.

\nd, while some college stu-

k in that annual

erch, others spent the

around the world

g something quite opposite
m the spring

model: giv-

- back.
hree local students chose to
part in alternative spring break
grams, heading to Mississippi,
¢l and Tanzania, in hopes of do-
their small part to help others.
or the second straight year,
n Purpura, 23, of Dominican

wenttotheG Coastto

furbish nomes

Hurricane Katrina.

Last year, he gutted and demol-
ished residences. This year, the
Staten Island resident came to
Long Beach, Miss., and spent his
daysmstalhng doors and moulding,
building floors and painting.

Residents openly greeted the
group. of about 20 Dominican Col-
lege students and staff by waving to
them or honking their horns. “They
don’t care where you're from, but

they know whatyou're doing,” Pur- _

pura said.

Manhattanville College student
Kimberly Fiedler-Zinaman, 22, first
visited Israel two years ago, fell in
love with the country and has ttied
to go back as often as possible. For
her most recent trip there, she said
she wanted to give back to a coun-
try that had become somethmg ofa
second home to her.

“I think it’s really nice to £0
somewhere and see how you can
help them in a more intimate way,
ratherﬁmnbemgatounst or going
on vacation,” said Fiedler-Zinaman,

a Katonah rwdent and the col-

sociation

Seth Harrison/The Journal News

Klmberly Fiedler-Zinaman of Katonah, a Manhattanville College stu-
dent, joined 200 students in assisting with beautification and out- -
reach projects around the Negev Desert in Israel.

president.
She joined about 200 students

through the Jewish National Fund,
an environmentalist nonprofit, to as-
sist in beautification and outreach

to work on a different project
around the Negev Desert. One day,
she painted and cleaned a school
park. On another day, she helped
serve cake and tea at a home for

ple dxsabled by war wounds or '

“Its almost
selfish, because
Ifeelreallygood
about the work
I'm doing,” she
said. -

Ofcourse, not

volunteer
work has to re-
volve  around
swmgmg aham-

For an alternauve to the alterna-
tive spring break, a group of 15
MBA students from Pace Universi-
ty went on the school’s first interna-
tional field study to Tanzania.

“The focus was social entrepre-
neurialship, how fo use entrepre-
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To view more pho-
tos from this sto-

1y, §0 to
LoHud.com

Brug
Bachenheimer, who led the trip.
On the trip, Melissa Lopez,

White Plain’s economic develop-
ment coordinator, met with local
political and business leaders, in-

cluding Jackie Robinson's son,

Davxd Robmson. who Was buildmg

Her group also visited several
' Tanzania Social Action Fund proj
ect sites, including a locatior
‘where men and women with
HIV/AIDS earned a living by rais
- ing and selling chickens. '

Lopez, 25, and the group re
‘turned to the United State
- charged with developing mark cel
plans to grow the Tanzanian bus
“nesses they saw. Some student
plan to return about a year later fi

“implement those plans, Bacher
' heimer said.

“I think that for us to come bac
- home and put our brains togethex
andgwethattoanoﬁlercounn'y,l

exchang
' Tanzanian students. They also

‘to host a concert there
 fundraiser to send local you
college.
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